News from the ASBP partnership

Showing students the science of seeds

Introduction by Damian Wrigley, National Coordinator, Australian Seed Bank Partnership

Seedbanks and the science that underpins our work provide practical and fun options for students to engage with
native plant conservation. Seedbanks provide a safe space for students to understand the importance of Australia’s
native plants and to explore the science and techniques that underpin native seed collection, use and conservation.
We would like to say a big thank you to the students from Woodlupine Primary School in Western Australia and
Kildare College in South Australia for helping our seed banks to conserve native species and for sharing their
perspectives on what they've learned from our seed science experts.

Woodlupine Primary School and the Western Australian Seed Centre
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Nestled in the foothills of the Darling Range in Western
Australia lies Woodlupine Primary School. Like all primary
schools, the basics of a good education, including
reading, writing, mathematics and science are covered.
However, the school was seeking to instil more than
these basics in their students, they were wanting to
develop skills, attitudes and knowledge that would help
them meet the changing demands of the 21st century.
There was a realisation that the planet is facing some
significant environmental challenges, and rather than
waiting for others to come up with solutions the school
was wanting a way of becoming involved in conservation
in a practical, but meaningful way.

Bossiaea modesta. Photo: Andrew Crawford
It was with this thinking that the idea for the seed project

was born. School Principal Trevor Phoebe had heard
about the work being carried out around Australia by the
Australian Seed Bank Partnership, and so approached the
partnership for ideas of how to become involved. He then
contacted the Western Australian Seed Centre where the
idea of establishing a seed production area, to grow and
collect seed of conservation significant plant species,
was developed. The project was officially launched in
May 2019 and seed has already been collected from two \
of the three species established in the initial trial phase
of the project (Bossiaea modesta and Puccinellia vassica).
The third species, Schoenia filifolia subsp. subulifolia has

flowered and seed is in the process of being collected. n“‘;‘

On the next page, we have some contributions from the Declary Year 5 e

students of Woodlupine Primary School, their thoughts

on the project, and what they are learning from it. Drawing of Bossiaea modesta. Declan - Year 5, Woodlupine

Primary School
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The project is important because
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Harvey - Year 6, Woodlupine Primary School
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Lexi - Year 5, Woodlupine Primary School
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Makayla - Year 5, Woodlupine Primary School
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Alice - Year 5, Woodlupine Primary School

From doing this project i have learnt
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Febe - Year 6, Woodlupine Primary School
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Jesse - Year 6, Woodlupine Primary School

I think

Morc éc}w@"}% Cmc). L\omz-:; should be
f&ohmg_ aEf(r H’)‘J f}qn}‘.

Alice - Year 5, Woodlupine Primary School
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Hunter - Year 5, Woodlupine Primary School
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Makayla - Year 5, Woodlupine Primary School
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